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Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | thank
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
WOoOLSEY) for her strong supportive ar-
guments.

Mr. Speaker, | yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
Fox), a member of our Committee on
International Relations.

Mr. FOX of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speak-
er, I commend the gentleman from
California (Mr. LaNTOos) for his out-
standing bill, along with the gentleman
from New York (Mr. GILMAN) for bring-
ing this forward today. They have been
together a team working on this im-
portant issue for the U.S. Government
to identify Holocaust-era assets and
urging the restitution of individual and
communal property for some time.

So the resolution offered by the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LANTOS),
with the great support of the gen-
tleman from New York, together have
forged a great alliance in the Commit-
tee on International Relations and we
appreciate their leadership and this is
a resolution that deserves 100 percent
support from this body.

Mr. Speaker, the resolution specifi-
cally expresses support of the U.S. Gov-
ernment to identify Holocaust-era as-
sets. It was only in recent months and
years that we have learned about some
of these assets that the public did not
know about that people did not realize
were there. And because of their ef-
forts, we have now gone forward to
identify those assets.

The Holocaust, as we know, was one
of the most tragic and complex horrors
of this century; an era we never want
to see repeated ever in this world ever
in our time. Whereas among their
many atrocities committed by the
Nazis was their systematic effort to
confiscate property wrongfully from in-
dividuals, many of whom never lived,
but their families and heirs have never
received.

The Nazi regime used foreign finan-
cial institutions to launder and hold
the property illegally confiscated. In
the post-communist period of transi-
tion, many of the countries in Europe
have begun to enact legal procedures
for the restitution of this property. But
this resolution, Mr. Speaker, will help
us forge efforts in the House and the
Senate, in banking circles and other
economic circles, to make sure that
the restitution will come about and
that the heirs and survivors of the Hol-
ocaust will be able to get what is right-
fully theirs, because of this resolution
and the other items and initiatives
that will follow.

Whereas the two significant agree-
ments have recently been reached, the
first between Holocaust survivors and
private Swiss banks and the second be-
tween Holocaust survivors and Euro-
pean insurance companies, we will see
that the Holocaust survivors’ families
will be recognized.

Nothing can ever take back all the
hurt, the pain, the suffering, the loss of
life. But the House of Representatives
can certainly, working together with
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the Senate and the President, take
strides to make sure that we recognize
our responsibility to the Holocaust sur-
vivors and to end this sad chapter of
the world and at least do what we can
to help those victims put their lives
back together.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, | have no
further requests for time, and | yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | have no
further requests for time, and | yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
GILMAN) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 557.

The question was taken.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, on that |
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 5 of rule | and the Chair’s
prior announcement, further proceed-
ings on the motion will be postponed.

FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE
SENATE

A further message from the Senate
by Mr. Lundregan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate had passed
with an amendment in which the con-
currence of the House is requested, a
bill of the House of the following title:

H.R. 4309. An act to provide a comprehen-
sive program of support for victims of tor-
ture.

The message also announced that the
Senate agrees to the report of the Com-
mittee of Conference on the disagree-
ing votes of the two Houses on the
amendment of the Senate to the bill
(H.R. 1853) ““An Act to amend the Carl
D. Perkins Vocational and Applied
Technology Education Act.”’.

CONDEMNING THE FORCED ABDUC-
TION OF UGANDAN CHILDREN
AND THEIR USE AS SOLDIERS

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 309)
condemning the forced abduction of
Ugandan children and their use as sol-
diers, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. CoN. REs. 309

Whereas the rebel Lord’s Resistance Army
(LRA) has abducted approximately 10,000
children, some as young as 8 years old, in
northern Uganda to support its efforts to
overthrow the Government of Uganda;

Whereas the United Nations Commission
on Human Rights in March 1998 condemned
““in the strongest terms’ the LRA’s child ab-
ductions;

Whereas children kidnapped by the LRA
are forced to raid and loot villages, fight in
the front lines against the Ugandan army,
serve as sexual slaves to rebel commanders,
and help kill other abducted children who
try to escape;

Whereas the LRA, led by Joseph Kony, has
continued to kill, torture, maim, rape, and
abduct large numbers of civilians, virtually
enslaving numerous children;
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Whereas LRA child abductees serve as sur-
rogates for Sudanese government forces
against the south;

Whereas Sudanese government soldiers de-
liver food supplies, vehicles, ammunition,
and arms to LRA base camps in government-
controlled southern Sudan;

Whereas children who manage to escape
from LRA captivity find their families dis-
placed or deceased and have little access to
rehabilitation programs, and in many in-
stances their families are afraid for their
children turned toy soldiers to return home;

Whereas children are conscripted, coaxed,
or tricked into volunteering for the armed
forces and are sometimes sold to armies and
armed groups by impoverished families;

Whereas the United Nations has rec-
ommended the establishment, through the
Optional Protocol to the Convention on the
Rights of the Child, of age 18 as the mini-
mum age for recruitment and participation
of individuals in armed forces; and

Whereas the International Committee of
the Red Cross, the United Nations Children’s
Fund (UNICEF), the United Nations High
Commission on Refugees, and the United Na-
tions High Commissioner on Human Rights,
as well as many nongovernmental organiza-
tions such as Amnesty International and
Human Rights Watch, also support the es-
tablishment of 18 as the minimum age for
military recruitment and participation in
armed conflict: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) condemns the abduction of children by
the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) in north-
ern Uganda and calls for the immediate re-
lease of all LRA child captives;

(2) urges Olara Otunnu, the recently ap-
pointed United Nations Special Representa-
tive on Children and Armed Conflict, to take
appropriate measures to resolve the LRA
problem;

(3) encourages the United Nations Commit-
tee on the Rights of the Child to investigate
the situation in northern Uganda;

(4) calls on the Al-Bashir government to
cease supporting the LRA in the abductions
and kidnapping of children in Northern
Uganda;

(5) calls on the President and the Secretary
of State to support efforts to end the abduc-
tion of children by the LRA and obtain their
release; and

(6) asks the President to provide more sup-
port to United Nations agencies and non-
governmental organizations working to re-
habilitate former child soldiers and re-
integrate them into society.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. GILMAN) and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PAYNE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York (Mr. GILMAN).

(Mr. GILMAN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on this measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to thank
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
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PAYNE), a member of our Committee on
International Relations, for introduc-
ing this resolution. I am pleased to be
a cosponsor.

This resolution calls our attention to
one of the most abhorrent human
rights abuses in the world today. The
government of Sudan actively supports
a rebel group in northern Uganda that
calls itself the Lord’s Resistance Army.
That terrorist group kidnaps the chil-
dren of innocent Ugandan villagers and
turns them into slaves or soldiers who
then prey upon their families or their
communities.

In a report called ““Scars of Death,”
Human Rights Watch states that, “‘In
effect, children abducted by the Lord’s
Resistance Army become slaves: their
labor, their bodies, and their lives are
all at the disposal of their rebel cap-
tors.”

Accordingly, I urge my colleagues to
support this resolution and speak out
against these horrible practices.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, | yield my-
self such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, | rise in support of H.
Con. Res. 309, condemning the forced
abduction of Ugandan children and
their use as soldiers. | thank the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. GILMAN),
the chairman of the Committee on
International Relations, and the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. HAMILTON),
ranking member, for helping to bring
this important resolution to the House
Floor.

Let me also thank my colleagues, the
gentleman from California (Mr. BER-
MAN); the gentleman from New Jersey
(Mr. MENENDEZ), the ranking member
of our committee; the gentleman from
California (Mr. LANTOS); and the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. HASTINGS) for
being as concerned as | am about the
plight of children in northern Uganda.

Since 1994, it is estimated that from
8,000 to 10,000 children have been ab-
ducted in northern Uganda. They are
the innocent victims, some as young as
4 years old, whose situation is exacer-
bated by internal and regional con-
flicts.

I had an opportunity to speak to a
mother whose daughter was taken by
the Lord’s Resistance Army from a
local school. The little girl’s name was
Mary. Mary was not the only one
taken. She and 139 of her classmates
were taken at gun point by the Lord’s
Resistance Army.

Some of the children were rescued
and told the story of what happened to
Mary. They said that when Mary tried
to run away, she was caught by the sol-
diers. When the soldiers caught her,
they made an example of her so that
other children would not run away.
They forced one of her peers, another
girl, to kill her.

Mr. Speaker, forcing children to kill
their friends is used as a tool to instill
fear and to break the spirit and ensure
that they will continue to be little
rebels, to be slaves, to be obedient to
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the military leaders. And by instilling
fear, they reduce the possibility of chil-
dren attempting to escape.

So, it does not come as any surprise
that 90 percent of the casualties in the
conflict in the northern part of Uganda
where the Lord’s Resistance Army is
operating are women and children.
They are the most vulnerable.

The leader of the LRA is Joseph
Kony, who has committed a series of
human rights abuses. He is supported
by the Sudan government, the National
Islamic Front, the NIF, led by Ali
Bashir and his pariah government that
supports militarily and financially the
Lord’s Resistance Army movement in
northern Uganda.

0O 2300

And so | think that we have to cer-
tainly shed light on this tragic exam-
ple of what is happening in Uganda.
Once again, Sudan, a pariah govern-
ment which harbors terrorists, who has
worked to destabilize countries in their
region, is also continuing to commit
high crimes.

This resolution calls for more sup-
port to aid in the recovery and reha-
bilitation of children that go back into
their community, and it would also
help to stop these egregious violations
of individual rights.

This problem has been discussed by
our President and the First Lady when
we were in Uganda and visited some
areas where these children live. Re-
cently our Secretary of State, Mad-
eleine Albright, has also shed light on
this problem. And so | am now bringing
this to the House of Representatives to
ask that we join in the chorus of those
who are outraged by this egregious and
barbaric situation which is happening.

Once again, Mr. Speaker, | thank the
chairman for this opportunity to
present this.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume to
commend the gentleman from New Jer-
sey (Mr. PAYNE) for his leadership role
in this very important human rights
measure.

Mr. Speaker, | yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. SMITH), the distin-
guished chairman of the Subcommittee
on International Operations and
Human Rights of our Committee on
International Relations.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, given the lateness of the
hour, I will be very brief.

I do want to thank the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. Payne) for au-
thoring this legislation. 1 think it
sends a very clear and unmistakable
message about the Lord’s Resistance
Army. One has to wonder what Lord
they are serving with the kind of atroc-
ities that are committed, stealing up-
wards of 10,000 kids and then forcing
kids, as was pointed out in the resolu-
tion, as young as 8 years of age, to
carry weapons and to commit atroc-
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ities and to try to overthrow the gov-
ernment. It is absolutely appalling.

We have had hearings in our Sub-
committee on International Operations
and Human Rights and have heard
from some witnesses who spoke first-
hand about these atrocities committed
by the Lord’s Resistance Army. Hu-
manitarian aid workers as well. This
resolution is very timely, and again |
want to commend my good friend from
New Jersey for authoring it and bring-
ing to the full House’s attention this
terrible situation.

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, today | speak in
strong support of H. Con. Res. 309, which
condemns the forced abduction of children by
the rebel Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) in
northern Uganda. | thank my esteemed col-
league Mr. PAYNE for introducing this resolu-
tion. | also thank my fellow cosponsors: Inter-
national Relations Committee Chairman GiL-
MAN, Mr. LANTOS, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. SMITH of
New Jersey, Mr. HASTINGS, Ms. MCKINNEY,
Ms. BROWN and Ms. NORTON. It is time for the
U.S. Congress to add its voice to those de-
manding an end to the atrocities suffered by
children in northern Uganda.

The LRA, a bizarre Christian group sup-
ported by the fundamentalist Islamic govern-
ment of Sudan, has kidnapped some 10,000
Ugandan children and forced them to fight as
insurgents. Some of these children are as
young as eight years old. Captive children raid
and loot villages and serve in the front lines
against the Ugandan army. They are also
forced to help kill other abducted children who
try to escape. Young teenage girls suffer the
additional horror of serving as “wives” to rank-
ing rebel soldiers. If they resist, they are beat-
en, sometimes severely. Girls may be given to
several men in the course of a year.

In July, the International Relations Commit-
tee heard moving firsthand testimony about
the abductions from Sister Mary Rose Atuu,
from the Little Sisters of Mary Immaculate of
Gulu. Sister Atuu told of the harrowing 1992
abduction of 44 girls by LRA rebels from the
school where she was a teacher. With great
dignity, she begged the United States to stop
the “war” being waged against innocent chil-
dren in Uganda. We must not let her plea go
unanswered.

The children’s plight is finally getting more
international attention, which | believe is vital
to ending their nightmare. Earlier this year, the
U.N. Commission on Human Rights con-
demned “in the strongest terms” the abduction
of children in northern Uganda, and First Lady
Hillary Clinton addressed the issue in a
speech while visiting the country in March. We
must do much more, however, to increase
international pressure on Joseph Kony, the
leader of the LRA, and the Al-Bashir govern-
ment in Sudan that supports him.

This resolution condemns the abduction of
children by the LRA in northern Uganda and
calls for the immediate release of all LRA child
captives. It urges the recently-appointed U.N.
Special Representative on Children and
Armed Conflict to aggressively address the sit-
uation, and encourages the U.N. Committee
on the Rights of the Child to investigate. The
resolution also calls on the Al-Bashir Govern-
ment in Sudan to stop supporting the LRA and
asks President Clinton to provide more sup-
port to U.N. agencies and non-governmental
organizations working to rehabilitate and re-
integrate former child soldiers into society.
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| am proud to be an original cosponsor of
this important legislation and | urge all my col-
leagues to support it.

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, | have no
further requests for time, and | yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | have no
further requests for time, and | yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BLUNT). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from New
York (Mr. GILMAN) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the concur-
rent resolution, House Concurrent Res-
olution 309, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the con-
current resolution, as amended, was
agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF BILLS TO BE
CONSIDERED UNDER SUSPEN-
SION OF THE RULES ON FRIDAY,
OCTOBER 9, 1998

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to
House Resolution 575, I am pleased to
announce the following suspensions to
be considered Friday, October 9:

H.R. 4651

H.R. 1197 or S. 1072

H.R. 2431

House Concurrent Resolution 334

House Concurrent Resolution 320

S. 2094

S. 2505

House Concurrent Resolution 214

S. 2432

H.R. 2616

H.R. to be determined, bill entitled
Veterans Programs Enhancement Act
of 1998

S. 852

S. 1260

H.R. 4567

H.R. 4052

S. 2370

H.R. 2187

H.R. 2560

The list, Mr. Speaker, with the titles
follows:

1. H.R. 4651—A Bill to Make Minor
and Technical Amendments Relating
to Federal Criminal Law and Procedure
(McCollum—Judiciary)

2. H.R. 1197 or S. 1072—Plane Patent
Amendments Act (Bob Smith—Judici-
ary)

3. H.R. 2431—Freedom From Reli-
gious Persecution Act (Wolf—IR)

4. H. Con. Res. 334—Taiwan World
Health Organization (Solomon—IR)

5. H. Con. Res. 320—Supporting the
Baltic People of Estonia, Latvia, and
Lithuania, and Condemning the Nazi-
Soviet Pact of Non-Aggression of Au-
gust 23, 1939 (Shimkus)—IR)

6. S. 2094—A bill to amend the Fish
and Wildlife Improvement Act of 1978
to enable the Secretary of the Interior
to more effectively use the proceeds of
sales of certain items (Allard—Re-
sources)

7. S. 2505—A bill to direct the Sec-
retary of the Interior to convey title to

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

the Tunnison Lab Hagerman Field Sta-
tion in Gooding County, ldaho, to the
University of Idaho (Craig—Resources)

8. H. Con. Res. 214—A concurrent res-
olution recognizing the contributions
of the cities of Bristol, Tennessee, and
Bristol, Virginia, and their people to
the origins and development of Coun-
try Music (Jenkins—E&W)

9. S. 2432—Assistive Technology (Jef-
fords—E&W/SCI)

10. H.R. 2616—Charter Schools (E&W)

11. H.R. , Veterans Programs
Enhancement Act of 1998 (VETS)

12. S. 852—National Salvage Motor
Vehicle Consumer Protection Act
(COoM)

13. S. 1260—Securities Litigation Uni-
form Standards Act of 1998 (COM)

14. H.R. 4567—Medicare Home Health
Care and Veterans Health Care Im-
provement Act of 1998 (Thomas—W&M/
COM)

15. H.R. 4052—A bill to establish des-
ignations for United States Postal
Service buildings located in Coconut
Grove, Opa Locka, Carol City, and
Miami, Florida (Meek—GRO)

16. S. 2370—Designating the Lieuten-
ant Henry O. Flipper Station (Moy-
nihan—GRO)

17. H.R. 2187—Designating the United
State Courthouse located at 40 Foley
Square in New York, New York, as the
Thurgood Marshall United States
Courthouse

18. H.R. 2560—to award congressional
gold medals to Jean Brown Trickey,
Carlotta Walls LaNier, Melba Patillo
Beals, Terrence Roberts, Gloria Ray
Karlmark, Thelma Mothershed Wair,
Ernest Green, Elizabeth Eckford, and
Jefferson Thomas, commonly referred
to collectively as the “Little Rock
Nine’ on the occasion of the 40th anni-
versary of the integration of Central
High School in Little Rock, Arkansas

VETERANS EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES ACT OF 1998

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, | move to
suspend the rules and pass the Senate
bill (S. 1021) to amend title 5, United
States Code, to provide that consider-
ation may not be denied to preference
eligibles applying for certain positions
in the competitive service, and for
other purposes.

The Clerk read as follows:

S. 1021

by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assem-
bled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Veterans
Employment Opportunities Act of 1998"".

SEC. 2. ACCESS FOR VETERANS.

Section 3304 of title 5, United States Code,
is amended by adding at the end the follow-
Ing:

9(f)(l) Preference eligibles or veterans who
have been separated from the armed forces
under honorable conditions after 3 years or
more of active service may not be denied the
opportunity to compete for vacant positions
for which the agency making the announce-
ment will accept applications from individ-
uals outside its own workforce under merit
promotion procedures.
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““(2) This subsection shall not be construed
to confer an entitlement to veterans’ pref-
erence that is not otherwise required by law.

““(3) The area of consideration for all merit
promotion announcements which include
consideration of individuals of the Federal
workforce shall indicate that preference eli-
gibles and veterans who have been separated
from the armed forces under honorable con-
ditions after 3 years or more of active service
are eligible to apply. The announcements
shall be publicized in accordance with sec-
tion 3327.

““(4) The Office of Personnel and Manage-
ment shall establish an appointing authority
to appoint such preference eligibles and vet-
erans.”.

SEC. 3. IMPROVED REDRESS FOR PREFERENCE
ELIGIBLES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter | of chapter
33 of title 5, United States Code, is amended
by adding at the end the following:

“83330a. Preference eligibles; administrative
redress

“(@)() A preference eligible who alleges
that an agency has violated such individual’s
rights under any statute or regulation relat-
ing to veterans’ preference may file a com-
plaint with the Secretary of Labor.

“(2)(A) A complaint under this subsection
must be filed within 60 days after the date of
the alleged violation.

““(B) Such complaint shall be in writing, be
in such form as the Secretary may prescribe,
specify the agency against which the com-
plaint is filed, and contain a summary of the
allegations that form the basis for the com-
plaint.

““(3) The Secretary shall, upon request, pro-
vide technical assistance to a potential com-
plainant with respect to a complaint under
this subsection.

“(b)(1) The Secretary of Labor shall inves-
tigate each complaint under subsection (a).

“(2) In carrying out any investigation
under this subsection, the Secretary’s duly
authorized representatives shall, at all rea-
sonable times, have reasonable access to, for
purposes of examination, and the right to
copy and receive, any documents of any per-
son or agency that the Secretary considers
relevant to the investigation.

“(3) In carrying out any investigation
under this subsection, the Secretary may re-
quire by subpoena the attendance and testi-
mony of witnesses and the production of doc-
uments relating to any matter under inves-
tigation. In case of disobedience of the sub-
poena or contumacy and on request of the
Secretary, the Attorney General may apply
to any district court of the United States in
whose jurisdiction such disobedience or con-
tumacy occurs for an order enforcing the
subpoena.

““(4) Upon application, the district courts
of the United States shall have jurisdiction
to issue writs commanding any person or
agency to comply with the subpoena of the
Secretary or to comply with any order of the
Secretary made pursuant to a lawful inves-
tigation under this subsection and the dis-
trict courts shall have jurisdiction to punish
failure to obey a subpoena or other lawful
order of the Secretary as a contempt of
court.

“(c)(1)(A) If the Secretary of Labor deter-
mines as a result of an investigation under
subsection (b) that the action alleged in a
complaint under subsection (a) occurred, the
Secretary shall attempt to resolve the com-
plaint by making reasonable efforts to en-
sure that the agency specified in the com-
plaint complies with applicable provisions of
statute or regulation relating to veterans’
preference.

““(B) The Secretary of Labor shall make de-
terminations referred to in subparagraph (A)
based on a preponderance of the evidence.
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